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Currents at the Ranch
A Return to Riding
We are excited to share with our community that, after months of ranch visits, zoom calls

with horses, and groundwork lessons, we'll be returning to riding this May with a soft
reopening. Our plan is to leverage trained parents and caregivers as well as fullyvaccinated volunteers to provide our students safe support throughout their lessons.
Although the initial schedule won't be as full as it was before the pandemic began, we will
offer as many therapeutic riding lessons as our resources allow, as well as continue to
offer groundwork lessons to as many of our participants as we're able.
Our team has worked hard to find solutions to challenges none of us could have ever
expected and we're looking forward to implementing those solutions. While we anticipate
some challenges as we find our way, we also know how incredibly grateful our students
and their families will be to return to the ranch and some sense of normalcy.
We are so grateful for the patience and understanding of our community, volunteers and
students as we continue to find new ways to safely serve our community. And a special
shout-out to our dedicated volunteers who've stepped up and helped us prepare our
horses through mock lessons and trail rides. The learning (and re-learning!) that is
occurring for both our horses, staff and the volunteers is proving to be invaluable as we
navigate our way.
If you're interested in learning more about our return to riding, please contact Program
Director Brenda Falco directly at bfalco@halleckcreekranch.org.

The Value of Groundwork
While we truly believe in the healing power of riding horses, there's also a lot to gain from
working with them on the ground. For this reason, when we return to riding this May, we
will continue to offer groundwork lessons to our students either as stand-alone lessons for
those who do not wish to ride, are unable to ride, or as part of the weekly lessons for our

students who do ride.
Working side by side with a horse can provide very meaningful moments of learning.
While looking into the eyes of the horse, our students develop a relationship with the
horse. Through grooming and caring for their horse, our students learn empathy for
others. And for those who can, they are given the opportunity to lead their horse, gaining
leadership skills and confidence in themselves as they guide their horse through obstacles
along the trail.
To learn more about our Groundwork lessons, please contact Brenda Falco at
bfalco@halleckcreekranch.org.

Support the Halleck Herd!
I think it's safe to say that the pandemic and the events of the past year have made us all
stop and reflect on what's most important to each of us.
In this new environment, we are reminded of one important thing: Our herd of horses
is at the heart of everything we do, and their care is critical to the future of our
programs. Our horses give their best to our horsemanship programs, which support
people of all ages and abilities across a multitude of program offerings. We truly could not
provide empowering outdoor experiences were it not for our herd.
This spring, we aim to raise $35,000 to support their care. Halleck Creek Ranch currently

owns and cares for 15 horses and ponies of various breeds, ages and abilities. Each one
brings its own personality, strengths and talents to the team as they help us challenge our
students to try their best.
Please make a contribution today and join us in raising funds to ensure they get
the best feed, care, and stabling possible!
We count on efforts such as this to ensure we can provide low-cost programs to Bay Area
children and adults with special needs. Your continued support makes it clear to us that
you too, believe that everyone should be able to experience freedom and healing on the
back of a horse.

Volunteer Highlights
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
Thanks to
our wonderful facility volunteers, the beauty of spring is easily witnessed here at the
ranch. Our facility team has been hard at work upgrading the ranch these past few weeks,
planting vibrant flowers along offices, finishing our newly completed volunteer clubhouse,
and maintaining healthy green pastures for the horses to enjoy!
Thank you to Rich Moore for mowing the lawn near the offices and courtyard, for
watering our sensory trail plants, and for planting, harvesting and sharing the tasty
veggies from the communal garden. Your green thumb has kept the ranch flourishing!
We also have completed the new clubhouse. Thanks to Rich for inlaying the wood floor,
installing the cabinets, hanging pictures, and for installing the fridge and counter top with
grand design!

Thank you Selina Wajnowski, for doing such a tremendous job organizing and
redecorating our newly painted bathrooms, and for your diligent work in organizing our
storage cabinets. You have a keen eye for meaningful artwork and did a great job of
selecting and hanging historic HCR
photos!
Thank you as well to the many Jims of the ranch: Jim Cleaves donated a new backup
generator and Jim Hill a spare propane tank. The new generator will be used to pump
our well water during power outages, whether they be during the winter storms or PSPS
events. Thank you Jim Cleaves for donating this wonderful new addition to help
maintain the grounds and horses, and for pruning our fruit trees and native trees along
the pastures and buildings.
Thank you to Jim Hill for repairing and installing the electric fencing so our horses can
enjoy the lush grass in our lovely pastures! Thanks to your efforts, larger groups of horses
are now able to graze together during these warm, bright spring days! No matter the size
or impact of the effort,
you're always willing to pitch in.
Thank you to Jim Rutherford for painting the exterior of the clubhouse. Your previous
painting experience definitely shows! Although we
know you're normally a program volunteer, we'd welcome you as a facility volunteer any
day!
We have a new weather vane atop the hay barn, thanks to Matt Sullivan. Over the past
several months, he has been collecting our used horseshoes to create a gorgeous weather
vane, complete with our HCR logo. Not only did he gift us this astonishing piece, he also
installed it on the rooftop. The dedication we have from our volunteers is absolutely
unmatched!
Thank you as well to our Friday crew, Nancy Brookshire, Jane McKechnie, Jane
Gelder, and our newest Friday member, Madi Masterson, for your great morning horse
care. With this warmer weather our water troughs have been looking as clean as new,
keeping
the horses and resident goldfish happy with their clean, fresh water.
We’d also like to thank Dana Cook, another amazing facility volunteer for your flexibility
and help on projects with Rich and Selina.
We appreciate all the work all of our volunteers do and cannot thank you enough for your
continued service, going that extra mile to keep the ranch running smoothly and
beautifully.

Raft the Rogue with the Rogue River Institute
Since 1978, the Rogue River Institute has brought laughter and love to the hearts of
many, providing a free yearly camping and wilderness rafting experience on the Rogue
River in Oregon to those with disabilities.
This four-day trip is offered free of charge, along with transportation in an air conditioned,
ADA-accessible bus from Marin County, California to Josephine County, Oregon, as well as
the campground site. This year's trip will be held
July 30th through August 2nd.
More details about the trip can be found here, or by calling Joyce Goldfield at
415-663-1787.

Looking for a some extra sweetness or an
occasional giggle?
Follow us on Social Media!
Find us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn!
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