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Currents at the Ranch
We've Returned to Riding!
We are delighted to share with our community that, after months of ranch
visits, zoom calls with horses, and groundwork lessons, we've returned to
riding! During our soft reopening, we are leveraging trained parents and caregivers as
well as fully-vaccinated volunteers to provide our students safe support throughout their

lessons.
Although the first session's schedule isn't as full as it was before the pandemic began, we
are operating at about 50% capacity, so our instructors can provide our students with
individualized support, as needed, to help them succeed, and our staff the time to
continue to identify and re-build the resources needed to serve more students now and
into the future.
Thank you again to all of you who stuck with us through the pandemic and who continue
to support us as we reopen. The joy expressed and smiles on the faces of not only our
students, but also their caregivers, our volunteers, and our staff have made the extra
effort to keep everyone safe worth it.
Our next session is set to begin August 3rd, so if you're interested in learning
more about our return to riding, please contact Program Director Brenda Falco
directly at bfalco@halleckcreekranch.org.

Meet Paige!
Our Newest Addition to the Herd
As a not-for-profit organization, we rely heavily on the generosity and support of our
community of donors, and although many support us with monetary donations, some
support us through in-kind donations such as tack, feed, and horses.
One such horse who was recently donated is Paige, a 17 year-old Quarter Horse paint
mare. All of our horses go through a rigorous vetting process prior to their arrival at our
ranch, at which point they are put through their paces during a 30-day trial period.
Having proven to be unflappable and willing throughout her trial period, Paige
is our newest equine team member here at Halleck Creek Ranch.
Although their "job" in our program isn't all that physically demanding, it is often mentally
and behaviorally challenging. They need to be calm and quiet when their rider isn't, they
need to be willing to be led while having a support team of sidewalkers surrounding them,
and they must remain undisturbed in the face of an unforeseen circumstance, as they
carry extra-special cargo along the trail.
We are deeply grateful and depend on the generosity of the many people who have given
their loved horses to us over the years. We are always on the lookout for the ideal therapy
horse, and maintain a diverse herd in an effort to accommodate the specific needs of our
participants.
If you or someone you know has a horse you think might be a good fit for our
program, please review the criteria and procedures for donation here, and
email your completed application, along with veterinary records, to Program
Director, Brenda Falco at bfalco@halleckcreekranch.org.

We Did It!
Thank you for supporting our Herd!
Here at Halleck Creek Ranch, we cannot stress enough just how important the health and
well being of our horses is. Our ability to serve our community is reliant upon having
healthy, happy horses to serve in our programs.
Thanks to the support of nearly 100 generous donors, we met our Spring
fundraising goal, and will be able to continue to provide all of our horses the
best feed, care and stabling they so deserve! Whether their daily feed ration, routine
hoof maintenance, or emergency veterinary visits, our horses receive the best care
possible by our team of dedicated volunteers and skilled professionals, each and every
day.
We cannot stress enough the crucial role that our community of donors plays in our

continued success, and therefore the success of each individual that we serve. THANK
YOU!

Preparing for Fire Season
Practice, practice, practice!
As you may know, Halleck Creek Ranch is located at the terminal end of a narrow, 2.5
mile, rural dirt road. Although our location serves as peaceful place for those who visit, it
is also a potential hazard, especially during fire season. As such, our team has
developed a comprehensive emergency plan for the safety of humans and
our horses alike, including both an evacuation plan, as well as a shelter-inplace plan in the event we're unable to safely get out.
Our team of employees and volunteers practice our plan regularly throughout the year,
but last fall proved to be the true test when we moved our horses off-site during the
Woodward Fire and subsequent Red Flag warnings. Recently, our plan was once
again tested when a grass fire broke out near H-Ranch and Big Rock Ridge.
Although the fire was reported to be in Novato, it quickly
became clear to us that it was much closer. The circling CalFire planes and visible smoke
from atop our ridge line told us it was time to shelter our horses in place and prepare for
potential evacuation.
Our team of volunteers, led by our Ranch Caretaker, Sarah, quickly sprang to action and
moved the horses into their shelter-in-place locations. Meanwhile, our Volunteer
Coordinator, Sara, gathered our emergency supplies, and our Executive Director,
Molly, contacted the Woodacre Dispatch and surrounding neighbors in an attempt to learn

more about the fire's location and its anticipated rate and direction of spread.
Thanks to the quick actions of the Novato Fire Protection District and other supporting
agencies, forward progress was promptly stopped and the fire was controlled, having
burned roughly five acres. Lucky for us, our efforts to prepare proved to be practice, but a
valuable exercise nonetheless.
We invite you to observe and/or take part in our next scheduled Shelter-InPlace drill on Wednesday, June 23rd at 10:00am. Registration is required to
attend, as space is limited. To register, contact Volunteer Coordinator, Sara Gallagher,
at sgallgaher@halleckcreekranch.org, or call 415-662-2488.
Having developed the ranch's emergency plan, HCR's Executive Director was recently
recognized as a subject matter expert in the area of equine management, and was asked
to share her skills, knowledge and abilities as they relate to horses and emergency
planning. Serving on a panel of animal professionals, Molly provided insight and
experience to help the Marin County Sheriff's Office of Emergency Services and
other local agencies develop the Animal Services Annex portion of the County
Emergency Operations Plan. Marin County is home to a wide variety of domesticated
animals, so an important component of the plan was to develop a distinction between
livestock (ie. cattle) and horses, as the management needs and emergency response
between the two can be quite varied.
We cannot stress enough the importance of the personal preparedness of each
individual and animal owner. Be sure to register to receive emergency alerts in your
area by going to AlertMarin.org, and for more information on how to get prepared, go to
ReadyMarin.org. Most counties in the state have similar programs - if you are not a
Marin resident then look to your local government for more information.
For more information about Alert Marin, the Animal Services Annex or the
Emergency Operations Plan, please contact Emergency Services Coordinator,
Tom Jordan, at T_Jordan@marinsheriff.org. To learn more about HCR's
emergency plan, please contact Executive Director, Molly Scannell, at
mscannell@halleckcreekranch.org.

We've earned a Platinum Seal of Transparency from
GuideStar!
We are excited to share with you that our organization has recently earned a
2021 Platinum Seal of Transparency! The Seals are a tangible way for our
organization to demonstrate our commitment to transparency and continue to build
confidence among our supporters. They also help us tell our story, which in turn gives
funders and donors a meaningful way to understand our mission and work.
See our updated strategy, metrics, and achievements here:
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/94-2581062

Looking for a some extra sweetness or an
occasional giggle?
Follow us on Social Media!
Find us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn!
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