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We Did It!
Fundraising Campaign to Support Scholarship Fund Exceeds
Goal at Year End
We genuinely mean it when we say, were it not for the generosity of donors, our
programs would not be available for so many of those we serve. At the end of 2021, we
set out to raise funds to support our Breaking Barriers Fund, and raise them we did! We nearly
tripled our goal, totaling over $140,000 in support for participant scholarships! We are absolutely
floored at the outpouring of love and generosity from our community - THANK YOU!
It's funny how sometimes the little things in life are often those that make the most
impact on us. Remember when you were just a little kid and being out in nature was the most
exciting thing ever?! When the simple joy of finding a roly-poly or newt under a rock was just

that: Simple. And isn't it ironic how some of those little experiences and discoveries from your
childhood turned out to be the most meaningful and memorable moments in your life?
The programs offered at our Ranch not only connect kids with horses and
community, but also help them physically access and emotionally connect with the
world around them. Sometimes it's through a silly, laughter-filled session of siblings piled onto
a lightly-used, but well-loved rocking horse from previous generations. And other times it's a
visually-impaired youngster experiencing the sensation of a salamander's ice-cold feet crawling
across his hands for the very first time, while he hollers to his friends on the horses ahead,
encouraging them to see his new find!
Unfortunately, sometimes opportunities like riding horses and being in nature are inaccessible to
people, often due to their inability to afford these activities.
But here at Halleck Creek Ranch, we believe that all people deserve to experience
freedom from the back of a horse, the connections of community, and the wonders
of nature, regardless of their ability to pay. As such, our Breaking Barriers Fund subsidizes
overall program costs and provides financial support to those who wouldn’t otherwise have the
means to afford our services. Scholarships from this fund play a direct role in creating some of
the unforgettable memories made during our trail rides, groundwork lessons, and a participant's
time at Summer Camp.
To say we are grateful to the 130+ people and families who gave to this campaign,
ranging from $10 to $25,000, is an understatement. Each and every donation makes an
impact here at the ranch and changes the lives of others in a meaningful way - and sometimes
it's in the little things.

♥

Ho-Ho-Ho!
HCR Brought the Holiday Cheer
Halleck Creek Ranch's Holiday Potluck Party proved to be quite popular this year, and was
made extra special thanks to a magical visit from Santa and his Elf (not to mention his
horsey-assistant, Buddy, who was all decked out in red ribbons and a green garland). We
estimate that nearly 80 people attended this outdoor event, and fun was had by all.

Thank all who helped make it a such a success: Jacob Aranda and Sara Gallagher for
their lovely live music (with extra help from Saturday rider, Dexter, on the guitar); Board
Members Dave Lambert and Bill Manheim for their help on the barbecues; Tracy
Manheim and Christi Vaughn for helping coordinate set up and break down; and last,
but definitely not least, Greg LaPierre and Clara Yourman for bringing the gift of
Christmas magic to our community at the ranch.
Check out these sweet pictures from the Holiday BBQ!

Calling all Campers & Interns!
Summer Camps Returning to HCR
Summer will be here before we know it, and we're gearing up for some outdoor fun
together! Led by qualified instructors, with the support of teen volunteer interns, our
ranch is the perfect setting for children and young adults of all ages and abilities to spend
time this summer. Whether just learning to ride or an experienced rider, campers will have

the opportunity to learn new skills, meet new people, and have fun in nature.
Our Inclusive Horsemanship Camps serve children (5 and up) and young adults with
special needs, as well as their typically-developing siblings and peers. Each day we
introduce a fun equine-related project, activity, or game designed to teach campers about
their horse partners through hands-on education.
But, the ingredient that makes Camp extra special is the love, support, and friendships
formed with our Camp Interns. Our Summer Internship Program offers volunteers
(ages 14 - 18) the opportunity to interact with and teach their peers, helping to break
barriers while learning important leadership skills. In conjunction with trained staff,
Interns will work as a team to facilitate each week's activities.
Save The Dates!
This summer, we will be offering three days of hands-on training and fun for our Camp
Interns held Tues. 6/21 - Thurs. 6/23, followed by three weeks of Camp for individuals
with special needs and their neurotypical siblings and peers, Tuesdays through Thursdays,
6/28 - 7/14.
Interested in applying for the Camp Internship? Contact Volunteer Coordinator,
Dana Cook, at dcook@halleckcreekranch.org, or call 415-662-2488.
Interested in signing up your child for camp? Contact Program Director, Brenda
Falco, at bfalco@halleckcreekranch.org, or call 415-662-2488.

Hip Hip Hooray!
HCR's Recycling Program Reaches Final Fundraising
Goal
Created and maintained thanks to the incredible initiative and dedication of two of our
longest-standing volunteers, sisters Nancy Brookshire and Jane McKechnie, the HCR
Recycling Program has officially come to a close after sixteen long years.
Beginning in 2005, Nancy and Jane collected as many bottles and cans as they could, and
raised just $350. The next year, their efforts paid off, and they raised over $1,000. And the
following year, the total tripled to over $3,000. As time went on, so too did the program's
popularity amongst not only the community here at the ranch, but also in communities from
throughout Marin County, so much so that at one point in time, they raised over $10,000 per
year, two years in a row!

Each and every dollar raised in this program has been reinvested back into the ranch,
supporting the purchase of run-in sheds for the horses, new tack, tools and equipment,
rubber mats and water troughs, and other miscellaneous necessities to keep our ranch and
the grounds in shape.
Were it not for the dedication of so many people throughout our community, this initiative
wouldn't have been the success that it was, and we thank all of those who contributed to our
recycling program through the years, both big and small.
So what was the total, you might wonder: Upon it's official end on December 31st,
2021, Nancy and Jane brought their final load of bottles and cans (pictured
above), and managed to surpass their goal, raising $120,142. over a span of 16
years. That's an average of $7,500 each year, or 136,393 aluminum cans saved from the
landfill! That's incredible!!!

Save the Date!
HCR Community Open House:
Have you always wanted to come check out the ranch? Have you been here before, but
you're long overdue for another visit? Are you a regular rider or volunteer who has always
been eager to bring some friends and family to show it off to? ;) We've got the perfect
opportunity!
Ranch Tours | Mock lessons | Learn about Volunteer Opportunities & Program
Offerings | Visit our Horses and Goats | Enjoy Local Cheeses

Saturday, March 12, 2022
More details coming soon!

